
 

 

 

 
16th May 2022 

AGENDA 
 

Dear Councillor, 

 

You are summoned to a meeting of the: 
 

Parks and Estate Committee 
on Monday 23rd May 2022 at 7.00pm, to be held at the

 
 

Membership:  

Cllr Allensby (West) Chairman Cllr Macdonald (East) 

Cllr Brett (East) Cllr Macfarlane (West) 

Cllr Fraser (West)  Cllr Parks (North) 

Cllr Fryer (Broadway) Mr Peter Hewitt (Advisor) 

Copied to all other members for information. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings of the council and committees, unless 
excluded due to the confidential nature of the business.  

If you wish to contribute during public participation, please contact    
admin@warminster-tc.gov.uk prior to the meeting to enable this to be facilitated.  If you do 
not wish to attend in person, the chairman may read out your contribution. 

 

  Yours sincerely 

 
 

 

  Tom Dommett (CiLCA) 

  Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 

Civic Centre, Sambourne Road, Warminster, BA12 8LB 

mailto:admin@warminster-tc.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

1. Election of a vice-chairman of the Parks and Estate Committee for the 

 Municipal Year 2022–23 

  Members to elect a vice-chairman of the Parks and Estate Committee for the 

 Municipal Year 2022–23. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

To receive and accept apologies, including reason for absence, from those unable 
to attend. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest  

          To receive any declarations of interest under Warminster Town Council’s (WTC)    

          Code of Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 

 

3. Minutes 

3.1 To approve and sign as a correct record, the minutes of the Parks and 

Estates Committee meeting held on Monday 14th March 2022; and Standing Order 

12.1 provides that they may therefore be taken as read.  

 3.2 To note any matters arising from the minutes of the Parks and Estates 

Committee meeting held on Monday 14th March 2022. 
 

4. Chairman’s Announcements 

To note any announcements made by the chairman. 

Standing Orders will be suspended  

to allow for public participation. 
  

5. Public Participation  

To enable members of the public to address the committee with a written 
submission, an allowance of three minutes per person regarding any item on the 
agenda and to receive any petitions and deputations. The chairperson will read any 
statements submitted in advance. 

 
Standing Orders will be reinstated  

following public participation. 
 

6. Reports from Unitary Authority Members 

          To note reports provided which are relevant to this committee. 
 

7. Parks and Estate Manager’s report 

 Report attached for members information. For Noting. (See attached) 

 

8.        Accounts 

Members to note the accounts for the Parks and Estates Committee up to 31st 

March 2022. (See attached) 

 

9. Royal British Legion request re the Memorial Garden  

The Chairman of Warminster Royal British Legion [RBL], has contacted the town 

council to ask for permission to carry out work at the Memorial Garden and for 



 

 

funding for materials. This work would be undertaken by volunteers organised by the 

RBL 

(see report attached) 

Members are recommended to: 

Decide whether to support the RBL proposals or not. 

 

Should members support the proposal then it is suggested that: 

 

Members resolve to give permission to the RBL to carry out the work listed in 

1-7 above subject to detailed plans being submitted to the Council.  

 

Members resolve to fund the work set out from EMR Open Spaces up to a sum 

of £2,000. 

10. The Beeches Play Area 

At the meeting of the Parks and Estates Committee on the 14th March 2022 

members resolved to ask officers to investigate the cost of replacing the dilapidated 

fence with a hedge and a knee rail and to bring the matter back to a subsequent 

committee meeting for decision.(PE/21/061) This was as a result of the feedback 

received after a consultation with residents after members resolved to remove the 

fencing from the play area and not replace it at a previous meeting 

 Members are recommended to: 

 

 1) Resolve to install play area fencing around The Beeches Play Area at a cost 

  of £14,443+VAT. 

 2) Further resolve to install a spinning bowl and star spinner at the Beeches 
 Play Area at a cost of £2,552+VAT each. 
 
11.      Incredible Edible Proposal to adopt a flower bed in the Lake Pleasure Grounds 

 Incredible Edible have approached the council to request that they be permitted to 

 adopt and maintain a bed at the Lake Pleasure Grounds in the hope of raising 

 awareness of Incredible Edible Warminster and demonstrating to the community who 

 use the park that even a small piece of land can be productive and enrich the 

 environment. 

 

 Members approve the request from Incredible Edible to adopt and maintain a 

 flower bed in the Lake Pleasure Grounds. 

12. Boat House and The Lake Pleasure Grounds Centenary Celebrations 
The Council has a long-standing, long term ambition to renovate and rejuvenate the  
boat house. This desire ties in well with the promotion of the Town Centre and the 
use of Heritage Attractions to try and secure funding for improvements.  
 
2024 will mark the centenary of the opening of the Lake Pleasure Grounds and ideas 
for a suitable commemorative event or events will need to start being formulated in 
2022. 
 
Committee to appoint members to a working group that will consider how best 
to progress the regeneration of the Boat House.   



 

 

 Committee to appoint members to a working group to plan for the Lake 
Pleasure Ground Centenary Celebrations. 
 
Both working groups will report back to all subsequent meetings of the Parks and 
Estate Committee. 

 13.      Communications 

           13.1 Members to decide on items requiring a press release. 

13.2 Members to confirm their spokesperson for any item listed on the agenda and  

to report on the committee’s decision if required. 

 
     The date of the next Parks and Estate Committee will be Monday 11th  July        

  2022 at 7.00pm   

 

Minutes from this meeting will be available to all members of the public either from our website 

www.warminster-tc.gov.uk or by contacting us at Warminster Civic Centre. 

http://www.warminster.uk.com/


Parks and Estate Manager’s Report: 

 

Parks and Estates Committee 23rd May 2022 

 
Lake Pleasure Grounds 

1 Lake: Officers would like to bring the state of the sheet piling around the lake to 

the attention of members as this will need replacing within the next 10 years at 

considerable expense.  

2 Pavilion Café: Is open for trade. Sales are exceeding targets. 

3 Play area: The gate closer for the gate close to the larva trail has broken. A 

replacement gate been ordered. 

4 Skatepark: Is being well used. 

5 Public Toilets: Central Car Park public conveniences: All toilets are open. 

Additional afternoon cleans are now taking place. 

6 Lake Pleasure Grounds public conveniences: All toilets are open. Additional 

afternoon cleans are now taking place. 

7 Splash Pad: Final preparation for opening are being made the official opening 

will be by the Mayor of Warminster.  

8 Elizabeth Collyns Garden: Open and being well used. 

9 Flower Beds: Re seeding with wildflower mixes has been completed. Officers 

have made contact with the schools to arrange planting of the schools beds in 

May/June. 

10 Boats on the lake: Are open School holidays and weekends and are very 

popular. 

11 MUGA area: see tennis courts 

12 Boat House: Essential maintenance work will be carried out soon. 

13 Putting green: Is open.  

14 Tennis Courts: Officers are please to report that the LTA have confirmed that 

Warminster is on the list for funding for the refurbishment of the courts. 

15 Tree works: Nothing to report 

16 Scout hut: Nothing to report. 

 

Outside Services 

17 Play Areas: The replacement zip wire has been installed at Queensway. The 

goals for Queensway are ordered and we are awaiting delivery. A sprung rocker 

has been removed from The Dene after becoming damaged. There has been 

several occurrences of graffiti and antisocial behaviour at Fore street the police 

are aware. The Beeches: See agenda 

18 Closed churchyards: Grass cutting is underway. 

19 Hanging baskets and Tubs: The baskets are being planted by our supplier, 

ready for delivery in early June. 

20 Sweeper (Basil Brushes): Is working well. 

21 Street Furniture: Several bins will be replaced in the town centre in the coming 

month. 

Stuart Legg 
16.05.2022 















REPORT FOR DECISION    Tom Dommett Town Clerk and RFO 

Parks and Estate Committee meeting 23rd May 2022 

Royal British Legion request re the Memorial Garden 

 

The War Memorial is maintained by the town council on behalf of all the people of 

Warminster.  

 

The area around the War Memorial – known as the Memorial Garden was designed 

by Col Haes Retd and created 10 years ago by volunteers. It consists of a number of 

features commemorating past wars and the sacrifices made. The Memorial Gardens 

was designed and constructed as a gift to the town and made using material donated 

by Col Haes, the Royal British Legion and the military. 

 

The Chairman of Warminster Royal British Legion [RBL], Andy Clark, has contacted 

the town council to ask for permission to carry out work at the Memorial Garden and 

for funding for materials. This work would be undertaken by volunteers organised by 

the RBL. The volunteers would mainly be young people e.g. pupils at Warminster 

School and members of the Air Training Corps [ATC] and Army Cadets [ACF] 

The RBL feel the Memorial Garden is looking a little sad now and needs a phase 2 

upgrade to take it into the long term. They have a number of proposals. 

 1. The garden on the hospital side. This bed is public facing and needs work 

with a new planting plan and fresh soil brought in to improve the success rate.  It has 

been difficult to plant with several attempts failing, probably because the soil is so 

bad and due to drought.  (see photo below)

 
 

2. There is room for improving the area under the trees on the north side. The 

idea is to extend the ‘trench network’ into this area (see photo below). 



 

 

3. The original idea was to have sandbag revetment/constructions to indicate 

entrance to a dugout or trench line. Originally there were resources to do a few of 

these and the RBL would like to see this idea put into effect … possibly as part of the 

north area and hospital side to produce raised planting beds. Sandbags would be 

filled with a sand/cement mix or spoil. The hessian sack would eventually rot away 

but leave the visual effect. 

4. The firing step (far end). The timber needs maintenance. (see photo below) 

The timber needs replacing. 

 



 

5. The ‘cathedral’ openness of the interior garden needs to be maintained with 

new side growth on trees trimmed and dead branches removed at an appropriate 

time of year. 

6.  Generally, the area needs to be weeded and low vegetation cut back. 

7.  To prepare and repaint the bench 

 
If permission was granted the RBL would draw up more detailed plans. They aim to 

start work in early July, before the next meeting of the Parks and Estate Committee. 

The RBL also have two longer term suggestions they may bring back to the 

committee in the future. These are: 

• The Avenue Road fence. This detracts from the whole ethos of the garden. 

The wire fence needs to be replaced with something more aesthetic. A road 

kerb along that edge should be added. (See photo below) 

 

• The original idea was to put a gate on this side to allow people to walk 

through the garden, there was a ‘too difficult’ problem with getting permission 

for access from the Highway authority. 

 



 

Recommendations 

Members to decide whether to support the RBL proposals or not. 

Should members support the proposal then it is suggested that: 

 

Members resolve to give permission to the RBL to carry out the work listed in 

1-7 above subject to detailed plans being submitted to the Council.  

 

Members resolve to fund the work set out from EMR Open Spaces up to a sum 

of £2,000. 
 



REPORT FOR DECISION      Stuart Legg, Parks and Estate Manager 
 
Parks and Estate Committee meeting 23rd May 2022 
 
The Beeches Play Area 
 
Recommendation 
 
1) Members to resolve to install play area fencing around The Beeches Play Area at a cost 
of £14,443+VAT. 
2) Members to further resolve to install a spinning bowl and star spinner at the Beeches 
Play Area at a cost of £2,552+VAT each. 
 
Purpose of the Report 
To inform members of the options available. 
 
Background 
At the meeting of the Parks and Estate Committee on the 14th March 2022 members resolved to 
ask officers to investigate the cost of replacing the dilapidated fence with a hedge and a knee rail 
and to bring the matter back to a subsequent committee meeting for decision.(PE/21/061) This 
was as a result of the feedback received after a consultation with residents after members 
resolved to remove the fencing from the play area and not replace it at a previous meeting. 
 
Findings 

The Parks and Estate Manager has looked at the options of hedging and 
has found that to provide a secure hedge to prevent animals entering and 
children running through would cost £150 per meter. The perimeter is 
around 70 linear meters giving a cost of £10,500 +VAT. 
 
The cost of a knee rail to prevent cars hitting the hedge would be an 
additional £2500+VAT  
 
 

 
 
 
The other hedging option considered was to plant small 60-
90cm whips the cost of these would be £1000+VAT. 
However, this is not felt to be a viable option as children 
and animals will be able to climb through this hedging. 
 
Both hedging options will require gates to be fitted to allow 
pedestrian and mower access. The cost of this will be 
around £4000+VAT. 
 
 



The other option investigated was to replace the existing fence 
with a metal play area fence similar to the fence installed recently 
at The Heathlands. A quote for this has been received for 
£14,443+VAT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Costs were also sought for play equipment to fill 
the empty spaces. A quote was received for a 
spinning bowl and a star spinner. The cost of 
these is £2,552 each.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Conclusion 
After responses from 25% of residents 10 responsed from 40 reidents, it is apparent that some 
form of barrier is desired around the play area.  
 
The table below give a comparrison of costs. 
 

Option Cost Knee rail 
cost 

Gates cost Total cost 

1) Instant 
hedging 1.2m 
high 

£10,500+VAT £2500+ VAT £4000+VAT £17,000+VAT 

2) 60-90cm 
Whips 

£1000+VAT £2500+ VAT £4000+VAT £7,500+VAT 

3) Play area 
fencing 

£14,443+VAT N/A Included £14,443+VAT 

 
 
 
It is felt that Option 2 is not a viable option as users and animals will inevitably walk through/over 
the smaller hedging.  
Option 1 is a viable option but as with all hedging has ongoing annual maintenance costs. 
 
The preferred option is option 3 this is the best value option with very little ongoing maintenance. 
 
It is further recommended that the spinning bowl and star springer are installed. 
 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 
The monies for this can be taken from the EMR Play Areas budget. 
 

Legal Implications and Legislative Powers 

The Council has the power to provide this service under the General Power of Competence. 



 Environmental Implications 
Officers are not aware of any issues the council should consider but will take into account the 
council’s policies. 
 
Risk Assessment  
Any contractor employed will be required to carry out their own risk assessment.  
 
Crime and Disorder 
Officers are not aware of any issues the council should consider under the Crime and Disorder Act. 
 



REPORT FOR DECISION      Stuart Legg, Parks and Estate Manager 
 
Parks and Estate Committee meeting 23rd May 2022 
 
Incredible Edible proposal to adopt a flower bed in the Lake Pleasure Grounds 
 
Recommendation 
Members approve the request from Incredible Edible to adopt and maintain a bed in the 
Lake Pleasure Grounds. 
 
Purpose of the Report 
To inform members. 
 
Background 
Incredible Edible have approached the council to request that they be permitted to adopt and 
maintain a bed at the Lake Pleasure Grounds in the hope of raising awareness of Incredible Edible 
Warminster and demonstrating to the community who use the park that even a small piece of land 
can be productive and enrich the environment. 
 
Findings 
The plan from 
Incredible edible for 
the bed in the park 
is based on the 
French kitchen or 
‘Potager’ concept 
where gardeners 
have intermingled 
vegetables, fruit, 
flowers, and herbs 
since medieval 
times. Potagers are 
very popular in 
France where more 
than 23% of the fruit 
and vegetables 
consumed by the 
French are home-
grown. This is a 
concept that is 
increasing in 
popularity in the UK 
as people are 
becoming more concerned about the source of their food and impact on the environment. A 
Potager Garden can be designed to be informal, romantic, and flowing or it can follow a geometric 
design. Either way, its inspiration is a complicity with nature rather than a desire to impose order 
and the planting of a combination of vegetables, herbs and companion plants promotes 
biodiversity attracting a variety of fauna, birds, and insects. An element of spontaneity is required 
as the produce is harvested and replaced. The positioning of plants of different colours, heights 
and textures complement each other and produce an overall effect which is attractive as well as 
being edible. It is a similar idea in many ways to an English cottage garden, except that it is 
centred on vegetables rather than flowers. 
 
WTC could also fund a sign with a brief explanation of the project and how to find further 
information. As the town council does with the school flower beds. 



 
 
 
Location 
 
Currently all but one of the flower beds within the LPG are 
used by schools or for wildflowers. The bed not used is 
shown below opposite the putting green, in the second 
flower bed.  This would be the best location for the proposal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
This proposal from Incredible Edible is a good opportunity for a local group to be involved 
in the LPG. It only requires a small amount of assistance from council staff. 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 
The only additional finances required will be the cost of a sign at £35. 
 

Legal Implications and Legislative Powers 

The Council has the power to provide this service under the General Power of Competence. 

 Environmental Implications 
Officers are not aware of any issues the council should consider but will take into account the 
council’s policies. 
 
Risk Assessment  
Incredible Edible will carry out their own risk assessment.  
 
Crime and Disorder 
Officers are not aware of any issues the council should consider under the Crime and Disorder Act. 
 


