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FOREWORD 

 

Councillor Stacie Allensby  

Mayor of Warminster, 2024ς25 

 

 

Since Warminster Town Council took over ownership of the Lake Pleasure Grounds from Wiltshire 

Council on 21st November 2016, more than eight years ago, many improvements have been and 

continue to be made to the Park to reflect its strategic role as an amenity for the community and 

visitors to Warminster.  

 

The Park has become a destination in its own right and is used by people of all ages; visitors to and 

residents of the town bring their family and friends to the Lake Pleasure Grounds, and the Park has 

been and continues to be enjoyed by many generations.  People are attracted by the events, the 

facilities, and the sheer beauty of the park. The celebrations to commemorate the centenary of the 

opening of the Park on 26th July 2024 were enjoyed by thousands of Warminster residents and 

visitors to the town.   

As a town council we aim to cater for all visitors to the park. The splash pad has taken visitor 

numbers to a new level and the refurbishment of the tennis courts and MUGA in 2023 have added 

another sporting dimension to the park.  

More people are spending time outdoors and understanding the importance of a natural 

environment for their health and wellbeing and the Lake Pleasure Grounds have improved the 

quality of life for both people in our town and visitors from outside Warminster. There is so much to 

do and yet there is space and time for quiet contemplation and just watching the activity of others 

and the world go by. Upgraded CCTV provision in the Park helps to bring a feeling of security for 

visitors. 

 

The council continues with its focus on service delivery for the people of Warminster. As one of the 

town cƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ the Lake Pleasure Grounds play a key role in the 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ priorities for the town. As Mayor of Warminster, I am extremely proud of the progress that 

has been made and excited about future plans. 

 

Mayor of Warminster, Councillor Stacie Allensby 



 

 

Some of the highlights since the last update of the Management Plan: 

V Lƴ Wǳƭȅ нлнп ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

Entertainment was provided by The Beatles with an A and Forever Elton with the highlight of 

the evening being a pyrotechnic aeroplane display 

 

V Ψ{ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩ continues to be one of the major events in the Warminster calendar and 

is eagerly anticipated by residents of the town.  

 

V 2023 saw the first Warminster Book Festival being held in the Park.  This event was organised 

with the support of the town council and will take place again in 2025. 

 

V The 2024 Ice Cream and Bubbles Festival was a huge success with many different types of ice 

cream vendors attracting customers. The Festival is to become ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ 

calendar. 

 

V The town councilΩǎ second Pumpkins in the Park event was held in 2024; this included a 

pumpkin carving competition, face painting food and drink, entertainment and a spectacular 

fire show.  Pumpkins in the Park will return in 2025.  

 

V Maverick Skate Parks and Rubicon hosted a Skatepark Jam in the Park. The event was 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŜǇƛŎέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘΦ  

 

V The bandstand continued to host a series of concerts throughout the summer season.  The 

Town Council paid for many of the bands to appear, mixing performers from Warminster and 

beyond.  Most musical tastes were catered for, from brass bands to Rock Choirs.   

 

V The refurbished tennis courts and MUGA in the Park have seen usage massively increase.  

Income from the tennis courts is put in a reserve to pay for future renovations. 

 

V The councilΩǎ added extra CCTV cameras which are proving to be invaluable in helping the 

Police to quickly identify and deal with perpetrators of vandalism and anti-social behaviour in 

the Park. The number of incidents remains stable, improving the safety and ambience of the 

Lake Pleasure Grounds.  

 

V Incredible Edible, a local gardening group, continue to grow herbs and vegetables in the Park. 

The community are invited to help themselves.  

 

V Children from local primary schools plant and maintain individual flower beds each spring. 

 

V Water testing of the Lake has been carried out by the Friends of Warminster Rivers. 

Unfortunately, blue green algae has been identified on several occasions over the past year. 

Incidences are carefully monitored, and use of the Lake restricted when necessary. 

 

V Measures have been put in place to keep the pathways in the Park clear of duck and geese 

poo. 

 



 

 

V Hire of boats and canoes on the Lake is proving to be very popular.  

 

V Free tennis coaching and canoe taster sessions were offered to young people living in 
Warminster in the Easter and summer school holidays. 
 

V New brown tourist signs have been installed on main approach roads to Warminster 

advertising the Park and other attractions.  

 

V Finger posts throughout the town centre have been refurbished and repainted to draw 

visitors to the Park. 

 

V Warminster Town Council has adopted a new Strategic Plan covering the period 2024 to 

2029. 

 

V ! ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ΨIŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ /ƘŀǘΩ ōŜƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлно ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

297,000 people with more than 5,700 people engaging with the post. The Town Council 

Facebook page has 3.1K followers and is used every day to communicate Town Council news 

- linking followers to the Town Council website, as well as sharing events for local community 

groups.   

 

Some of the highlights since the Town Council took over the Park: 

V The new state of the art skatepark opened in September 2019. This is a wonderful facility and 

the envy of many towns. It draws people to the Lake Pleasure Grounds from a wide area. 

Usage has been phenomenal. 

 

V ¢ƘŜ ǎƪŀǘŜǇŀǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ п ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ плΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

skateboarders but scooters and BMX riders.   

 

V The town council led the project to replace the rather dilapidated 25-year-old skatepark that 

was previously on site. Amazingly the £250,000 project was funded from grants, section 106 

contributions, ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ [ŜǾȅΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ add to council tax.  

 

V An outdoor gym has been installed; this was one of the top public requests when the park 

was taken over. It was largely funded by successful grant applications.  

 

V The Pavilion Café was refurbished in early 2020. Its takeaway service has proved incredibly 

popular.  

 

V The town council built a new space themed splash pad which replaced the 75-year-old 
paddling pool. This £350,000 investment opened in May 2022. This instantly became a major 
attraction drawing people to the park from far and wide.  
 

V A volcanic trim trail was created in Spring 2022 for children aged 12 and under. This has 
proved immensely popular. 
 



 

 

V The putting green area was reconfigured in 2022 to allow both for the continuation of the 

putting green and the creation of a picnic area ς with picnic benches. 

V A frame flagpole has been installed at the second entrance in Weymouth Street with a flag 

advertising the Town Park. 

 

V The Tree Trail booklet containing details of trees in the Lake Pleasure Grounds is so successful 

it has been reprinted multiple times to meet demand. 

 

V 200 plus trees were planted in the Lake Pleasure Grounds as part of Her Majesty the vǳŜŜƴΩǎ 

Platinum Jubilee Green Canopy.  

 

V There are currently five rowing boats and two canoes available for hire on the lake. 

 

V Warminster Town CouncilΩǎ social media engagement and ability to reach residents on 

important issues and council updates continues to grow.  

 

V Facebook reach has increased by 418.3% compared to January 1st to December 31st, 2022. 

Instagram continues to grow in activity and reaches many people who may not use Facebook. 

It now has 1.3K followers and is used to show pictures from the town and promote local 

facilities. 

 

V More picnic benches have been installed and a picnic area created next to the putting green. 

 

V The tarmac path on the Weymouth Street stepped entrance has been improved.  

 

V Environmental considerations have become more important to the town council. The council 

has made a Climate Change Declaration and adopted a Climate Change Strategy to reduce 

the council impact on climate change. The council has adopted a Climate Strategy Action Plan 

for the period 2024 ς 2029. We view the Lake Pleasure Grounds and surrounding nature 

reserve as the green lungs of Warminster. 

 

V The town council took ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ tƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ Ψƛƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

employing a contractor. This has enabled standards to be driven even higher. 

 

V In line with its environmental policies, the town council has invested in battery powered 

equipment including a ride on mower and a utility vehicle for use in the park. Other battery 

equipment includes hand tools such as such as chainsaws, mowers, leaf blowers etc. Not only 

do these have a lower carbon footprint, but they are also quieter, maintaining the ambience 

of the Park. 

 

V Several sections of tarmac path around the lake have been replaced with Romsey gravel   

which can be easily maintained and allows tree roots to grow without damaging the surface 

of the path or creating trip hazards.  

 

V The wildflower area has been extended and an annual wildflower mix is used in all other 

plant beds, i.e., the ones not planted by schools. This has increased the variety of flowers and 



 

 

improved biodiversity particularly for pollinators. The flowers are left to self-seed. 

 

V The town council has adopted a policy to reduce herbicide use as much as possible. The Park 

is herbicide free apart from controlling Japanese knotweed and invasive species, such as 

couch grass. 

 

V The depot, located on an industrial estate in Warminster, provides additional storage and 

staff facilities for inhouse staff. 

 

V We are incredibly proud of what we have achieved but are firmly looking at our longer-

term aspirations:  

 

ü We are working on a longer-term programme of investment in the Park in conjunction with a 

funding bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

 

ü Staffing changes have provided an opportunity to rethink the operation of the Pavilion Café 

which will be closed over the winter of 2024/25 to enable the proposed changes to be 

developed and implemented. 

 

ü We will be working on a joint project with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to develop costed designs 

for replacing the sheet piling around the lake with a more natural biodiversity rich alternative 

to address the high levels of ammonia highlighted by the Friends of Warminster Rivers 

Survey. 

 

ü The scout hut in the Park is 97 years old. The scouts are hoping to replace the hut in the next 

four to five years and have been in consultation with the council.  

 

ü Longer term, the intention is to implement a scheme of improvement for the Park including 

the renovation of the boathouse to turn it into a space that can be rented by individuals and 

community groups. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Aerial shot of the tennis courts and MUGA 
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THE LAKE PLEASURE GROUNDS IN PHOTOS 

 

The space themed splash pad  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lake Pleasure Grounds 
aim to: 
 
Be positively welcoming. 
 
Be healthy, safe, and secure. 
 
Be well-maintained and 
clean. 
 
Have high standards for 
environmental quality and 
sustainability. 
  
Enhance landscape character 
and heritage.  
 
Increase community use and 
involvement. 
  
Be a source of pride and a 
community resource. 



 

 

 

 

Tennis courts and MUGA 

 

  



 

 

 

Skate park     

                                         

 

Centenary merchandise 

 Events planned for 2025: 
 
4th May ς Spring in the Park 
 
May - Skatepark Jam 
 
7th and 8th June ς Book Festival 
 
6th July ς Inspire Music Festival  
 
11th to 13th July ς Food & Drink Festival 
 
25th to 27th July ς 80th Anniversary of VE 
Day  
 
Sat 2nd Aug ς Ice Cream & Bubbles  
 
31st August ς Carnival Chase 
 
7th Sep ς Carnival Fun Day 
 
29th Oct ς Pumpkins in the Park 
 
27th Dec ς Santa Fun Run 



 

 

 

 

  100 years of the Lake Pleasure Grounds event 

 

                



 

 

 

 

The Beatles with an A at the centenary event!  

 

 

 

   Pyrotechnic Planes! 



 

 

  

Bubbles at the Ice Cream and Bubbles Festival! 

Spring in the Park 2024 

  

Tug of War!  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Pumpkins in the Park! 

  

 

  



 

 

 Wildflower borders   

 

 

 

Incredible Edible Vegetable and Herb Bed 



 

 

             

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 The town council funded defibrillator  

The Warminster Model Boat Club meet  

every Thursday and Sunday   



 

 

 

 

One of the refreshed finger post signs. 
































































































































