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FOREWORD

CouncillorStacie Allensby
Mayor of Warminster2024¢25

SinceWarminster TowrCouncil took over ownership of the Lake Pleasure Grounds from Wiltshire
Council on 2% November 2016more thaneightyears agpmanyimprovementshave been and
continue to be madeo the Park to reflect itsstrategicrole as an amenity for theommunity and
visitors to Warminster

The Park has become a destinatiants own rightand is used by people of all agessitorsto and
residentsof the townbringtheir family and friend¢o the Lake Pleasure Groundmd the Park has
been andcontinues to beenjoyed by many generation$eopleare attracted by the events, the
facilities,and the sheer beauty of theark. Thecelebrationgo commemorate the centenary of the
opening of the Parkn 26" July 2024vere enjoyed byhousand of Warminster residents and
visitors to thetown.

As atown council we aim to cater foall visitors to the parkThe splash pad has taken visitor
numbers to a new level and tirefurbishment of thetennis courtsand MUGA in 202Bave added
anothersporting dimension to the park

More people are spending time outdoors and understanding the importance of a natural
environment for their health and wellbeirend the Lake Pleasure Grounds have improved the
quality of life forboth people in our towrand visitors from outside WarminsteFhere is so much to
do and yetthere isspace and time for quietontemplationand just watching the activity of others
and the world go byUpgraded CCTV provision in the Pagkps tobring a feeling of security for
visitors.

Thecouncilcontinues wih its focuson service delivey for the people of WarminsterAsone of the
townc2 dzy OAf Q& 0 A 3IISal thehak Pes@E@routisplaya aeyrfeintied SG a =
O 2 dzy @idrifieQfar the town As Mayor of Warminster, | am extremely proud of firegress that

has been made anelxcited about future plans

)

Mayor of Warminster, Councill@tacie Allensby



Some of the highlightsince the last update of the Management Plan
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Entertainment was provided by The Beatles with an A and Forever Elton with the highlight of
the evening being a pyrotechnic aeroplane display

V W{ LINR y 3 dosgtinuéskdSbeoheloNbefajor eventsn the Warminster calendaand
iseagerly anticipated byesidents of the town

V 2023 saw thdirst Warminster Book Festival being held in the Park. This event was organised
with the support of the town council andill take place again in 2025

V The2024Ice Cream and Bubblé®stival was a huge succegth many different types of ice
cream vendorsttracting customers. The Festivaltobecomel y | yy dzl £ ¥ A E( dzNB
calendar.

V The town councik secondPumpkins in the Park evemtas held in 2024thisincluded a
pumpkin carving competition, face paintifgod and drink, entertainment and a spectacular
fire show Pumpkins in the Park wikturn in 2025

V Maverick Skate Parks and Rubicon host&kateparklamin the Park. The event was
RSAONAOSR Fa aSLIAOE o0& GKS LIS2LX S gK2 G221

V The bandstandontinuedto hosta series of concerts throughout the summer season. The
Town Council paid for many of the bands to appear, mixing perforfnars Warminster and
beyond. Mosimusical tastes were catered for, from brass bands to Rock Choirs.

V Therefurbished tennis courts and MUGA in the Park have seen usage massively increase.
Income from the tennis courts is put in a reserve to pay for future renovations

V The counc @dded extraCCT\tameraswhichare proving to be invaluabia helpingthe
Police toquicklyidentify and deal with perpetrators of vandalissnd antisocial behavioum
the Park Thenumber of incidentsemains stableimproving thesafetyand ambénce ofthe
Lake Pleasure Grounds

V Incredible Edible, a local gardening group, continue to drevibs andvegetables in théark.
The community are invited to help themselves.

V Children from local primary schools plaartd maintain individual flower beds each spring.
V Water testing of the Lake has been carried out by Fniends of Waninster Rivers
Unfortunately, blue green algae has been identified on several occasions over the past year

Incidences are carefully monitored, and use of the Lake restricted when necessary.

V Measures have been piut place tokeep the pathways in the Park clear of duck and geese
poo.



Hire of boatsand canoe®n the Lakas proving to bevery popular.

Free tennizoachingand canoe taster sessions were offetedyoung peopldiving in
Warminsterin the Easter and summer school holidays.

New browntourist signs have beeimstalledon main approach roads to Warminster
advertisngthe Park and other attractions.

Hnger posts throughout the townentre have beerrefurbished and repainted to draw
visitors to the Park.

Warminster Town Council haslopted anew Strategic Plan covering the period 2024 to
2029
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297,000 people with more than 5,700 people engaging with the post. The Town Council
Facebook page has 3.1K followers and is used every day to communicate Town @uscil n

- linking followers to the Town Council website, as well as sharing events for local community
groups.

Some of the highlights since tA@wn Council took over the Park
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Thenew state of the arskateparkopened in September 2019. This is a wonderful facility
the envy of many towns. It draws people to the Lake Pleasure Grounds from a wide area.
Usage has been phenomenal

¢KS a{1FdSLIN] KFa FdadNr OGSR dzaSNBR 2F |t |
skateboarders but scooters and BMX riders.

The bwn council led the project to replace thether dilapidated25-yearold skateparkhat
was previously on sitédmazingly the250,000 projectwvas funded from grants, section 106
contributions,; YR / 2YYdzy A& Ly FNI & NHAOW cadldBilta. S@e > Y S

An outdoor gymhas beennstalled;this was one of the top publicequests wherthe park
was taken over. It was largely funded by successful grant applications.

The Pavilion Café was refurbished in early 20@@akeaway service has proved incredibly
popular.

The town councibuilt a new space themed splash pad which replatbed75year-old
paddling poolThis £350,000 investmewpered in May2022.This instantly became a major
attraction drawing people to the park from far and wide.

A volcanic trim trail was created in Spring 2022 for children aged 12 and under. This has
proved immensely popular.



The putting green area wasconfigured ir2022 to allow both for the continuation of the
putting green and the creation of a picnic arewith picnic benches.

A frame flagpole has been installed at the second entrance in Weymouth Street with a flag
advertising the Town Park.

The Tree Trail booklet containing details of treethi@ Lake Pleasure Groundso successful
it hasbeen eprinted multiple timesto meet demand

200 plus trees were planted in the Lake Pleasure Grounds as part of Her MagestylzS Sy Q &
Platinum Jubilee Green Canopy.

There are currently five rowing boats atwlo canoes available for hire on thake.

Warminster Town Coun€lisocial media engagement and ability to reach residents on
important issues and council updates continues to grow.

Facebook reach has increased by 418.3% compared to Jartttarypécember 3%, 2022.

Instagram continues to grow in activity and reaches many people who may not use Facebook.
It now has 1.3K followers and is ugedshow pictures from the town and promote local

facilities.

More picnic benchebavebeen installedand a picnic area created next to the putting green.
The tarmac path on the&veymouth Streestepped entrancdias beerimproved

Environmentakonsiderations have become more important to ttavn council. Thecouncil

has made a Climate Change Declaration and adopted a Climate Ciaaitggyto reduce

the council impact on climate changehe councihasadopted a Climate Strategy Action Plan

for the period 2024; 2029 We view the Lak®easureGrounds and surrounding nature

reserve as the green lungs of Warminster

Thetown counciltookYF Ay 0 Sy yOS 2F GKS [F1S ttSI adzNB
employing a contractorThis has enabled standards to be driven even higher.

In line with its environmental policies, thewn council hasnvested inbattery powered
equipmentincluding a ride on mower and a utility vehicle for use inphek. Other battery
equipmentincludeshand tools such asuch as chainsawmowers, leaf blowers etdNot only
do these have a lower carbon footpritiut theyare also quietermaintaining the ambience
of the Park.

Several sectiosof tarmacpath around thdake have beeneplaced withRomsey gravel
whichcan be easily maintained amdlows tree roots taggrow without damaging the surface
of the pathor creatingtrip hazards.

The wildflower area has been extendadd an annual wildflower mixsused in all other
plant beds, i.e.,the onesnot planted by schools'hishasincreasel the variety of flowers and



improved biodiversity particuldy for pollinators.The flowers are left to seBeed.

Thetown council has adoptea policy to reducédnerbicideuse as much as possiblEnePark
is herbicide free apart from controlling Japanese knotwagd invasivespecies, such as
couch grass

Thedepot, locatedon an industrial estaten Warminster provides additionalterage and
staff facilitiesfor inhouse staff.

We are incredibly proud of what wehave achieved butre firmly looking atour longer-
term aspirations

We are working on a longgerm programme of investment in the Pairkconjunction with a
funding bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund

Staffing changes have provided an opportunity to rethink the operation oPtnglion Café
which will be closed over the winter of 2024/25 to enable the proposed changes to be
developed andmplemented.

We will be working on a joint project with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to develop costed designs
for replacing the sheet piling around the lake with a more natural biodiversity rich alternative
to address the high levels of ammonia highlighted by the Frieh@fgarminster Rivers

Survey.

The scout hut in th@ak is 97 years oldThe scoutare hoping to replacehe hut in the next
four to fiveyears anchave been in consultation with the council

Longer term, the intention is tonplement a scheme of improvement for the Park including
the renovation ofthe boatouseto turn it into a spacehat can be rented by individuals and
community groups.



Aerial shot othe tennis courts and MUGA
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THE LAKELEASURE GROUNDS IN PHOTOS

The spaceéhemedsplashpad




The Lake Pleasure Grounds
aim to:

Be positively welcoming.
Be healthy,safe,and secure.

Be welltmaintained and
clean.

Have high standards for
environmental quality and
sustainability.

Enhance landscape charactg
and heritage.

Increase community use and
involvement.

Be a source of pride and a
community resource.




Tennis courts and MUGA
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Events planned for 202

4™ May ¢ Spring in the Park

May - Skatepark Jam

7" and 8" Junec Book Festival

6" Julyg Inspire Music Festival

11" to 13" Julyg Food & DrinkFestival

25" to 27" July¢ 80" Anniversary of VE
Day

Sat2" Aug ¢ Ice Cream & Bubbles
31%t Augustg Carnival Chase

7" Sepg Carnival Fun Day

29" Oct¢ Pumpkins in the Park

27" Decg Santa Fun Run

Centenary merchandise



Join us in celebrating
. Warminster Lake Pleasure Grounds’
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FRIDAY 26TH JULY, 4-10P¥

FAIRGROUND THE BEATLES FOREVER e

AIRBORNE
GAMES WITH AN A
R PYROTECHNICS

Warminster Park Centenary Tickets Available at
https://tinyurl.com/warminsterparkcentenary

Tickets can also be obtained from the Civic Centre
(Mon - Fri 9am - 4.30pm)
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TheBeatles with an A at the centenary evént

PyrotechnidPlane$
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Bubbles at the Ice Cream arBubbles Festivall

Soring in the Park 2024

Tug of War!
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Pumpkins in the Park!

PUMPRINS [N ThE PARIK
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Wildflower borders

Incredible Edible Vegetable and Herb Bed



TheWarminster Model Boat Clulmeet

every Thursday and Sunday

Warminster

del Boat Clt
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The town council funded defibrillator



One of the efreshed finger post sign
































































































































































































